
FUMC Eustis * 600 S. Grove St.* Eustis, FL 32726 * www.fumceustis.org * Phone 352-357-5830 * Pastor Chris Haden      

 

 
 

 Starting in July, I will no longer be the Pastor of First UMC 

Eustis.  I’ve been given a wonderful opportunity to help relaunch  

a church in Aloma, not too far from here. Though this news is sad 

(it’s always sad to say goodbye to people you love), it is also a 

gift.  It is a gift for me to be able to pursue a calling that God has 

placed in my heart for many years and a gift for First UMC Eustis 

to grow and flourish under a new Pastor’s guidance and leader-

ship.  For those of you who are curious, here are some basic details 

surrounding this appointment change. 

Aloma UMC has, after much prayer and discernment, decided to close its public ministry 

and sell off its assets in order to fund a new vision of the local church.  They reached the 

conclusion that in order to be the church that God was calling them to be and to serve the 

mission of the Kingdom of Heaven to reach and make new disciples for Jesus Christ, 

they would need an entirely new approach.  They courageously decided to begin anew.   

It reminds me a lot of the decisions that we have made together to partner with Forward 

Paths and donate large assets in the fight to end Childhood poverty.  I will be gathering 

with the leadership there to discern just what this new expression of Christian community 

looks like.  We will be specifically targeting young adults who do not have a relationship 

with God or any other spiritual community.  I am truly thrilled to get to do this kind of 

work.   

I will continue to pray for First UMC Eustis, and I will watch from afar to see what be-

comes of all the wonderful plants that we’ve started together.  Please pray for me in my 

new station at Aloma.  Pray that we truly make a difference for the Mission of God in 

that area.  I’ll close with these words from Isaiah 43. 

19 I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. 
 

         -Chris 



 

 

 

 

♥ Help clean-up Eustis (First Saturdays). We meet at the Ferran Park Band Shell on the first Saturday 

of the month at 9:00am to help clean up the lake front @ Ferran Park.  

♥ Donating toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors & cleaning supplies to Forward Paths, the mission that  

focuses on helping our communities’ homeless youths and those aging out of foster care. 

♥ Donating peanut butter crackers & packaged snacks, powdered creamer & rain ponchos to the   

Open Door, a local mission that helps the homeless by providing two weekday meals, assisting in find-

ing housing and jobs, providing a place to do laundry, take showers, have an address to receive mail, 

and if needed, assisting in obtaining some form of identification, and if eligible, applying for Medicare 

and/or Social Security   benefits. 

♥ Volunteering to visit the homebound or folks in nursing or assisted living homes. If you are               

willing to volunteer for  this important ministry please contact Chris Jones (352-255-4264) / 

chmjon357@gmail.com or Janet Thomas (903-245-0484) / pthomas0726@comcast.net.                 

Volunteer sign-up sheets will also be in the front lobby. 

For additional information on any of these ministries, please contact a member of  

your Nurture and Outreach Committee: 

         Janet Thomas (903-245-0484) / pthomas0726@comcast.net 

         Cheryl Files (352-267-5163) / cherylfiles@aol.com 

         Lynne Cox (352-267-2208) / lynnejcox7@gmail.com  

         Chris Jones (352-255-4264) / chmjon357@gmail.com  

         Sheryn Hogan (352-742-8208) / lousher6@gmail.com 

El Cornito Sister Church Spawns Its First Mission 
            (Article contributed by Pat Thomas) 
 

     Our little sister church in El Cornito, Cuba, reports that it has established its  

first mission, the beginning of yet another new congregation. 
 

     The message received from El Cornito pastor Omar Leyva is that the congregation 

gives thanks to God for a new place of preaching called Las Catalinas, the first  

mission of the church as its own humble congregation begins to reproduce its vitality 

in worship. A couple, Antonio and Roxana, with their little one-year-old Sheilla,  

              are the missionaries at Las Catalinas.  
 

     Pastor Omar sends a blessing and many 

hugs to the members of our congregation at 

FUMCE. 
 

     Let us all pray for the great success of 

these newly committed missionaries in a 

place where the church still faces great    

challenges in bringing new people to Christ. 
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Facilities Maintenance Costs Continuing To Mount       (Article contributed by Pat Thomas) 

    The church is incurring substantial costs for the repair of roof issues and HVAC problems. In addition to 

$40,000 in roofing repairs in recent months, our aging heating and air conditioning equipment is beginning to 

demand attention also. 

     In late 2017, a member of the Board of Trustees, Gerald Jacobs, took the initiative to develop a complete in-

ventory of the church’s numerous HVAC units. He also enlisted the help of a local HVAC service company to 

confirm unit capacities and to prepare ballpark estimates of replacement costs. The units have a limited lifetime – 

manufacturers usually say 10-15 years – and their replacement cost will be a significant outlay.   

     The inventory revealed that the church had 17 HVAC units, ranging in size from 2.5 tons to 15 tons, and that 

the average age of those that could be dated was 16 years.  Two of the units were more than 25 years old, and 

only three were less than 10 years old.  The total cost (at that time) of replacing the HVAC units was estimated to 

be up to $104,000.  

     We recently incurred $5,800 in costs to replace the unit that serves the adult classroom wing, and the replace-

ment of the condenser for one of the two 7.5 ton units that serves the sanctuary will cost about $4,600, both of 

which will have to be paid for from the church’s Building Reserve Fund. 

Many Hands…Making for Lighter Work     (Article contributed by Pat Thomas) 

     Help came from many quarters in the last two weeks to help make the house at 105 E.       

Woodward Avenue more ready to receive its first homeless youth occupants under the church’s 

new partnership with Forward Paths Foundation. 

     Ted Tomlinson, Bob Carter, and Pat Thomas kicked off the work by performing repairs, 

prepping walls, and removing trash to help get the house ready for painting.  Close behind them, 

other volunteers from the church – Ann Pearson, Cindy Griffith, Pastor Chris Haden, Jill      

and Gary McKinley, and Thomas’ – were joined by Forward Paths volunteers Denise Burry and 

Cristy Orpurt last Friday to help clean the house and tape off the rooms in preparation for painting.  

     An even greater outpouring of help occurred last Saturday when a dozen volunteers from Superior Construction 

Company, whose help was arranged by the United Way, were joined by other volunteers from 

Forward Paths, the United Way, and FUMCE to paint throughout the interior of the house,  

completing about 90% of 

that work.  

     Thanks to all of these 

helping hearts, only a little 

bit more painting, the       

replacement of flooring, and 

the installation of furnishings 

remain before the house can 

begin providing important 

housing for these young      

people in need. 

Among the many 20+ volunteers who helped paint the 105 E. Woodward house last Saturday 

were, clockwise from upper left: Dick Turnipseed of FUMCE, Alyssa Daza and Marcel Broco of 

Superior Construction (Alyssa was the company’s project coordinator), Jacob Bonynge 

(president) and Denise Burry (executive director) of Forward Paths, Janet Thomas of 

FUMCE, Michelle Purl (vice president) from the United Way, who helped arrange the volun-

teers from Superior Construction, and Carmen Couventir of Superior Construction. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  
 

    11pm Crafters/CFT 

6pm Cubs Committee      

         Meeting./FtnC 

6 pm Band Practice/S 

7 pm Choir Practice/S 

7pm ACA Mtg./L 

27 am BNI Golden  

          Triangle/ FtnC 

10:30am  Live Again /P 

11am Beginners Line      

         Dancing Class/FtnC 

3 
 

4 9am Clean-up at   

      Ferran Park/Eustis 

 

 5 
  9:00 am Grow Groups 

10:30 am Worship/S 

 

 

6  
10am  Sisters in Christ/P    
 

5:30pm Handbell Choir/PC 

6pm Circle of Friends/FtnC 

6 pm Girl Scouts/JC CW 

7pm Boy Scouts/YH 

7 
9am Walk in the Park 

 

 

 

7 pm Al-Anon/JC 

7 pm Cub Scouts/FtnC 

8  
 

 

 

6 pm Band Practice/S 

7 pm Choir Practice/S 

7pm ACA Mtg./L 

9   7 am BNI Golden  

          Triangle/ FtnC 

11am Beginners Line      

         Dancing Class/FtnC 

 

 

10 

 

11 
 

12  
  9:00 am  Grow Groups  
10:30 am  Worship/S 

 

13  
1 pm YAH Games/JC 
 

5:30pm Handbell Choir/PC 

6 pm Girl Scouts/JC CW 

7pm Boy Scouts/FtnC 

14 
9am Walk in the Park 
 

 

 

7 pm Al-Anon/JC 

7 pm Cub Scouts/FtnC 

15 
 

 

6 pm Band Practice/S 

7 pm Choir Practice/S 

7pm ACA Mtg./L 

16  7 am BNI Golden  

          Triangle/ FtnC 

10:30am  Live Again /P 

11am Beginners Line      

         Dancing Class/FtnC 

 

17  
 

18 
 

19 

  9:00 am Grow Groups 

10:30 am  Worship/S 

  3:00pm   Cub Scouts      

      Graduation & Potluck/ 

       FtnC 

20 9am C’s for Cancer/CFT 
 

10am  Sisters in Christ/PL    

           visiting Homebound 
 

5:30pm Handbell Choir/PC 

6 pm Girl Scouts/JC CW 

7pm Boy Scouts Court of    

         Honor/FtnC 

21 
9am Walk in the Park 

 

 

 

7 pm Al-Anon/JC 

7 pm Cub Scouts/FtnC 

22  

 

 

 

6 pm Band Practice/S 

7 pm Choir Practice/S 

7pm ACA Mtg./L 

23  7 am BNI Golden  

          Triangle/ FtnC 

11am Beginners Line      

         Dancing Class/FtnC 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 25 
  

26 
9:00 am Grow Groups 

10:30 am Worship/S  

12 pm Church Potluck/  

            FtnC 

 

27 Memorial Day 
Church Office Closed 

1 pm YAH Games/JC 

 

5:30pm Handbell Choir/PC 

6 pm Girl Scouts/FtnC CW 

7pm Boy Scouts/YH 

28 

9am Walk in the Park 

 

 

7 pm Al-Anon/JC 

7 pm Cub Scouts/FtnC 

29 
 

 

6 pm Band Practice/S 

7 pm Choir Practice/S 

7pm ACA Mtg./L 

 30  7 am BNI Golden  

          Triangle/ FtnC 

11am Beginners Line      

         Dancing Class/FtnC 

 

7pm Troop Committee/  

         Meeting/CFR 

31  

 

 

Carolyn Twaddle  May  5 

Tiffany Sheckler  May  7 

Barb Whitford  May  7 

John Pearson  May 13 

Winkie Kennedy  May 18 

Cindy Griffin  May 18 

Marlene Ramey  May 19 

Beth Magnus  May 21 

Mary Ellen Lemmon May 25 

Gary & Jill McKinley      May  5 

Justin & Wendy Hill      May  7 

Charles & Leslie Hata-King    May 18 

MONTHLY POTLUCK LUNCH 

Sunday, May 26 

Join us Sunday, May 26 in 

the Fountain Center for a 

church potluck luncheon immediately 

following morning worship. For addi-

tional information contact  

Janet Thomas (903-245-0484)/ 

pthomas0726@comcast.net or  

Cheryl Files (352-267-5163)  

cherylfiles@aol.com.  

HELP CLEAN-UP FERRAN PARK  

(First Saturday of the month.) 

Come and join us beginning Saturday, May 4 to help 

clean-up Ferran Park in downtown Eustis. Meet us at the 

Ferran Park Band Shell 1st Saturdays at 9:00am. 

 

THANK YOU...Thank you to everyone who participated 

in this year’s Lenten/Easter offering. This year’s Len-

ten/Easter offering will again be shared with Forward 

Paths Foundation, our partners devoted to ending youth 

homelessness in Lake County, Florida. 

THANK YOU CARD...from Forward Paths Foundation 

We are so appreciative of your generous contribution to 

Forward Paths made March 27, 2019.  It will be so help-

ful in meeting the monthly expenses to house and help our 

youth as they work toward independence.  Thank you for 

your support!     

                                   Sincerely, Pat Geistler (Volunteer) 


